Comparison Chart: Reporting

Description Effective
Date
Electronic §6305 of NA (a) Departmental e Addedrequirementthatthe Act 29 of
reporting Title 23 procedures.--The department must: 2014
ADDED by departmentshall establish o Establish proceduresforsecure | effective
procedures forthe secure and confidential use of 12/31/14
Act 29 of . . . .
and confidential use of electronictechnologies
2014 electronictechnologies to including:
transmitinformation = Filingreportsandother
underthis chapter, records required by CPSL;
including: and
(1) thefilingof reports =  The verification of records
andotherrequired and signatures onforms
records, including those o Confirmthereceiptofa report
of the county agency; of suspected child abuse
and submitted electronically. This
(2) the verification of will relieve the person making
records and signatures the report of makingan
on forms. additional oral or written report
(b) Confirmation of of suspected child abuse
reports.--A confirmation e Develop procedures that comply
by the department of the with all laws regarding
receiptofa report of confidentiality of personally
suspected child abuse identifiable information
submitted electronically
shall relievethe person
making the report of
making an additional oral
or written report of
suspected child abuse,
subjecttosection 6313
(relatingtoreporting
procedure).
(c) Effectonotherlaw.--
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Description

Effective
Date

Nothinginthis chapter
shall be construed to
supersede the act of
December 16, 1999
(P.L.971, No.69), known as
the Electronic Transactions
Act. Any procedures
developed by the
departmentunderthis
section shall comply with
all applicable Federal and
State laws regarding
confidentiality of
personally identifiable

information.

Promulgating §6306 of NA The departmentshall Addedrequirementthatthe 12/31/14
regulations Title 23 promulgate regulations department promulgate and

ADDED by necessary to implement disseminateregulations to

Act 29 of this chapter. implement law

2014
Persons §6311 of (a) Generalrule.--A (a) Mandated reporters.-- Enumerated those individuals who Act 32 of
required to Title 23 personwho, inthe The following adults shall are legally mandated to make a 2014
report AMENDED | course of make a report of report of suspected child abuse effective
suspected child by Act 32 of employment, suspected childabuse, Enumerated four basis forthe 12/31/14
abuse occupation or subjectto subsection (b), if mandated reporterto reporta

2014, Act practice of a the person has reasonable reasonable cause to suspect that a Act 33 of

33 of 2014, profession, comes cause to suspectthat a childis a victim of child abuse 2014

Act 34 of into contact with childisa victim of child including: effective

2014, Act childrenshallreport | abuse: o The mandated reporter | 12/31/14
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Description

Effective
Date

44 of 2014,
Act 153 of
2014, and
Act 15 of
2015

or cause a report to
be madein
accordance with
section 6313 (relating
to reporting
procedure) whenthe
person has
reasonable cause to
suspect, on the basis
of medical,
professional orother
trainingand
experience, thata
child underthe care,
supervision, guidance
or training of that
personor of an
agency, institution,
organization orother
entity with which that
personis affiliated is
a victim of child
abuse, including child
abuse by an
individualwhois not
a perpetrator. Except
with respectto
confidential
communications
made to a member of
the clergy which are
protected under42

(1) Apersonlicensed or
certified to practicein
any health-relatedfield
underthe jurisdiction of
the Department of
State.

(2) Amedical examiner,
coroneror funeral
director.

(3) Anemployeeofa
health care facility or
providerlicensed by the
Department of Health,
whoisengagedinthe
admission,
examination, care or
treatment of
individuals.

(4) Aschoolemployee.
(5) Anemployeeofa
child-care servicewho
has direct contact with
childreninthe course of
employment.

(6) Aclergyman, priest,
rabbi, minister,
Christian Science
practitioner, religious
healerorspiritual
leaderof any regularly
established church or
otherreligious

comes into contact
with the childin the
course of employment,
occupation and
practice of a profession
or through a regularly
scheduled program,
activity or service

The mandated reporter
is directly responsible
for the care,
supervision, guidance
or training of the child,
or is affiliated with an
agency, institution,
organization or other
entity that is directly
responsible for the
care, supervision,
guidance or training of
the child

A person makes a
specific disclosure to
the mandated reporter
that an identifiable
child is the victim of
child abuse

An individual 14 years
of age or older makes a

Act 34 of
2014

effective
12/31/14

Act 44 of
2014

effective
12/31/14

Act 153 of
2014
effective
12/31/14

Act 15 of
2015
effective
7/1/15
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Effective

Description

Pa.C.S. § 5943
(relatingto
confidential
communications to
clergymen), and
exceptwith respect
to confidential
communications
made to an attorney
which are protected
by 42 Pa.C.S. § 5916
(relatingto
confidential
communications to
attorney) or 5928
(relatingto
confidential
communications to
attorney), the
privileged
communication
between any
professional person
requiredtoreport
and the patient or
client of that person
shall notapply to
situationsinvolving
child abuse and shall
not constitute
grounds for failure to
reportas required by

organization.

(7) Anindividualpaid
or unpaid, who, onthe
basis of the individual's
role as an integral part
of aregularly scheduled
program, activity or
service, isaperson
responsible forthe
child’s welfare or has
direct contact with
children.

(8) Anemployeeofa
social services agency
who has direct contact
with childrenin the
course of employment.
(9) Apeace officeror
law enforcement
official.

(10) An emergency
medical services
provider certified by the
Department of Health.
(11) An employee of a
publiclibrary who has
direct contact with
childreninthe course of
employment.

(12) Anindividual
supervised or managed
by a person listed under

Date

specific disclosure to
the mandated reporter
that the individual has
committed child abuse
Clarified thatitis notrequiredforthe
child to come before the mandated
reporterinorderfor the mandated
reporterto make a report of
suspected child abuse
Clarified reports are made directly to
ChildLine by mandated reporters by
deleting “cause areportto be made”
Added a provision that staff members
of institutions, etc. must report
immediately and directlyto ChildLine
and shallimmediately thereafter
notify the personin charge of the
institution, etc. orthe designated
agent
Added a provision thatthe personin
charge of the institution, etc. orthe
designated agent must facilitate the
cooperation of the institution, etc.
with the investigation of the report
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this chapter.

(b) Enumeration of
personsrequiredto
report.--Persons
requiredtoreport
undersubsection (a)
include, but are not
limited to, any
licensed physician,
osteopath, medical
examiner, coroner,
funeral director,
dentist, optometrist,
chiropractor,
podiatrist, intern,
registered nurse,
licensed practical
nurse, hospital
personnel engagedin
the admission,
examination, care or
treatment of persons,
Christian Science
practitioner, member
of the clergy, school
administrator, school
teacher, school nurse,
social services
worker, day-care
centerworkeror any
otherchild-care or
foster-care worker,

paragraphs (1), (2), (3),
(4), (5),(6), (7),(8),(9),
(10), (11) and (13), who
has direct contact with
childreninthe course of
employment.

(13) Anindependent
contractor.

(14) An attorney
affiliated with an
agency, institution,
organization orother
entity, includinga
school or regularly
established religious
organization thatis
responsible forthe
care, supervision,
guidance or control of
children.

(15) Afoster parent.
(16) An adultfamily
memberwhoisa
person responsible for
the child’s welfareand
providesservicestoa
childin a family living
home, community
home forindividuals
withanintellectual
disability orhost home
for children which are

Description

Effective
Date
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mental health
professional, peace
officerorlaw
enforcement official.
(c) Staff members of
institutions, etc.--
Wheneverapersonis
requiredtoreport
undersubsection (b)
inthe capacityas a
member of the staff
of a medical orother
publicor private
institution, school,
facility oragency, that
person shall
immediately notify
the personincharge
of the institution,
school, facility or
agency or the
designated agent of
the personin charge.
Upon notification, the
personincharge or
the designated agent,
if any, shall assume
the responsibility and
have the legal
obligationtoreport
or cause a report to
be madein

subjectto supervision
or licensure by the
departmentunder
ArticlesIXand X of the
act of June 13, 1967
(P.L.31,No. 21), known
as the Public Welfare
Code

(b) Basisto report.--

(1) Amandated
reporterenumeratedin
subsection (a) shall
make a report of
suspected child abuse
or cause a report to be
made in accordance
with section 6313
(relatingtoreporting
procedure), if the
mandated reporter has
reasonable cause to
suspectthata childis a
victim of child abuse
underany of the
following
circumstances:
(i) The mandated
reportercomesinto
contact withthe
childinthe course of
employment,
occupationand

Description

Effective
Date
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Issue

Code

Comparison Chart: Reporting

old

accordance with
section 6313. This
chapterdoes not
require more than
one reportfrom any
such institution,
school, facility or
agency.

New

practice of a
profession or
through a regularly
scheduled program,
activity or service.
(ii) The mandated
reporterisdirectly
responsibleforthe
care, supervision,
guidance or training
of the child, oris
affiliated with an
agency, institution,
organization, school,
regularly established
church or religious
organization orother
entity thatis directly
responsibleforthe
care, supervision,
guidance or training
of the child.

(iii) A person makes
a specificdisclosure
to the mandated
reporterthat an
identifiable childis
the victim of child
abuse.

(iv) Anindividual 14
years of age or older
makes a specific

Description Effective
Date
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Issue Code

old

Comparison Chart: Reporting

New

disclosure to the
mandated reporter
that the individual
has committed child
abuse.
(2) Nothinginthis
sectionshall requirea
child to come before
the mandated reporter
inorderfor the
mandated reporterto
make a report of
suspected child abuse.
(3) Nothinginthis
section shall requirethe
mandated reporterto
identify the person
responsible forthe child
abuse to make a report
of suspected child
abuse.
(c) Staff members of
institutions, etc.--
Wheneverapersonis
requiredtoreportunder
subsection (b) inthe
capacity as a memberof
the staff of a medical or
other publicor private
institution, school, facility
or agency, that person
shall reportimmediatelyin

Description

Effective
Date
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Description Effective

Date
accordance with section
6313 and shall
immediately thereafter
notify the personin charge
of the institution, school,
facility oragency or the
designated agent of the
personincharge. Upon
notification, the personin
charge or the designated
agent, ifany, shall
facilitate the cooperation
of the institution, school,
facility oragency with the
investigation of the report.
Any intimidation,
retaliation orobstruction
inthe investigation of the
reportis subjecttothe
provisions of 18 Pa.C.S. &
4958 (relatingto
intimidation, retaliation or
obstructionin child abuse
cases). This chapterdoes
not require more than one
report from any such
institution, school, facility

or agency.
Privileged §6311.1 of | NA (a) Generalrule.--Subject | e Added provisionrelatedto privileged | Act 32 of
communications | Tit|e 23 to subsection (b), the to state that the privilege 2014
ADDED by privileged communications communications between a effective
between amandated mandated reporterand a patientor | 12/31/14
The Pennsylvania Child Welfare Resource Center Comparison Chart: Child Custody
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Issue Code

Acts 32 of
2014

‘ New

reporteranda patientor
client of the mandated
reportershall not:
(1) Applytoasituation
involving child abuse.
(2) Relievethe
mandated reporter of
the duty to make a
reportof suspected
child abuse.
(b) Confidential
communications.--The
following protections shall
apply:
(1) Confidential
communications made
to a memberof the
clergy are protected
under42 Pa.C.S. § 5943
(relating to confidential
communicationsto
clergymen).
(2) Confidential
communications made
to an attorneyare
protected solongas
theyare withinthe
scope of 42 Pa.C.S. §§
5916 (relatingto
confidential
communicationsto

attorney) and 5928

Comparison Chart: Reporting

Description

client of the mandated reporter

shall not:
o Applytoa situationinvolving
childabuse

o Relieve the mandated reporter
of the duty to make a report of
suspected child abuse

Added provision thatcertain
confidential communications are
protected, including those made to:

o

Member of the clergy, under
42 PA.C.S. §5943

An attorney within the scope
of 42 PA.C.S. §5916 and
§5928

Effective
Date
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Issue Code

old

Comparison Chart: Reporting

New

(relating to confidential
communicationsto
attorney), the attorney
work product doctrine
or the rules of
professional conduct
forattorneys.

42 Pa.C.S. §

5943. Confidential
communications to
clergymen.

No clergyman, priest,
rabbi or minister of the
gospel of any regularly
established church or
religious organization,
except clergymen or
ministers, who are self-
ordained or who are
members of religious
organizations in which
members other than the
leader thereof are
deemed clergymen or
ministers, who while in
the course of his duties
has acquired
information from any

Description

Effective
Date

The Pennsylvania Child Welfare Resource Center

Comparison Chart: Child Custody
Page 11 of 59




Issue Code

old

Comparison Chart: Reporting

New

person secretly and in
confidence shall be
compelled, or allowed
without consent of such
person, to disclose that
information in any legal
proceeding, trial or
investigation before any
government unit.

42 Pa.C.S. §

5916. Confidential
communications to
attorney. In a criminal
proceeding counsel shall
not be competent or
permitted to testify to
confidential
communications made
to him by his client, nor
shall the client be
compelled to disclose
the same, unless in
either case this privilege
is waived upon the trial
by the client.

42 Pa.
C.S. §5928. Confidential

Description Effective

Date
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Issue

Code

Comparison Chart: Reporting

old

New

communications to
attorney. In a civil
matter counsel shall not
be competent or
permitted to testify to
confidential
communications made
to him by his client, nor
shall the client be
compelled to disclose
the same, unless in
either case this privilege
is waived upon the trial
by the client.

Description

Effective
Date

Persons
encouraged to
report
suspected child
abuse

§6312 of
Title 23
AMENDED
by Act 33 of
2014

Persons permitted to
report suspected
child abuse.

In addition to those
persons and officials
requiredtoreport
suspected child
abuse, any person
may make such a
reportif that person
has reasonable cause
to suspectthata child
isan abused child.

Persons encouraged to
report suspected child
abuse.

Any person may make an
oral or written report of
suspected child abuse,
which may be submitted
electronically, orcause a
report of suspected child
abuse to be made to the
department, county
agency or law
enforcement, if that
person hasreasonable
cause to suspectthat a
childisa victim of child
abuse.

Changed language to “persons
encouraged” toreport suspected
childabuse

Added provision that reports may be
made electronically

Clarified that reports can be made to
the department, county agency, or
law enforcement

Act 33 of
2014

effective
12/31/14
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Issue Code Old New Description Effective
Date
Reporting §6313 of (a) Generalrule.-- (a) Reportbymandated e Clarifiedthatmandated reporters Act 33 of
procedure Title 23 Reports from persons | reporter.-- must: 2014
AMENDED | reauiredtoreport (1) Amandated o Immediately make anoral report | effective
by Act 33 of undersection 6311 reportershall of suspected abuse to the 12/31/14
(relatingto persons immediately make an department viathe statewide
2014 and requiredtoreport oral report of suspected toll-freetelephone OR awritten | Act 153 of
Act 153 of suspected child child abuse tothe reportusingelectronic 2014
2014 abuse) shall be made departmentviathe technologies effective
immediately by Statewide toll-free o Submita writtenreport within 12/31/14
telephoneandin telephone number 48 hours, which may be
writing within 48 undersection 6332 submitted electronically, ifthe
hours afterthe oral (relatingto mandated reporter makesan
report. establishment of oral report
(b) Oral reports.--Oral Statewide toll-free e The county agency must proceed as
reports shall be made telephone number) ora though the mandated reporter
to the department writtenreportusing complied withfilingawritten report
pursuantto electronictechnologies | ¢ Added the followinginformation, if
SubchapterC undersection 6305 known, to be includedinawritten
(relatingto powers (relatingto electronic report:
and duties of reporting). o Thename,telephone number
department) and may (2) Amandated and email address of the person
be made to the reporter makinganoral making the report
appropriate county reportunder paragraph o Theactionstaken by the person
agency. When oral (1) of suspected child makingthe report, including
reports of suspected abuse shall also make a those actions taken undersection
child abuse are written report, which 6314 (relatingto photographs,
initially received at may be submitted medical tests and X-rays of child
the county agency, electronically, within 48 subjecttoreport), 6315 (relating
the protective hoursto the to taking child into protective
services staff shall, departmentorcounty custody), 6316 (relatingto
afterseeingtothe agency assignedtothe admission to private and public
immediate safety of case in a mannerand hospitals) or 6317 (relatingto
The Pennsylvania Child Welfare Resource Center Comparison Chart: Child Custody
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Issue

Code

Comparison Chart: Reporting

old

the child and other
childreninthe home,
immediately notify
the department of
the receiptof the
report, whichisto be
heldinthe pending
complaintfile as
providedin
SubchapterC. The
initial child abuse
report summary shall
be supplemented
witha writtenreport
whena
determinationis
made as to whethera
report of suspected
childabuseisa
foundedreport, an
unfounded reportor
an indicated report.
(c) Written reports.--
Writtenreports from
personsrequiredto
reportundersection
6311 shall be made to
the appropriate
countyagencyin a
mannerand on forms
the department
prescribes by

New

format prescribed by
the department.
(3) Thefailure of the
mandatedreporterto
file the reportunder
paragraph (2) shall not
relievethe county
agency fromany duty
underthis chapter, and
the county agency shall
proceed as though the
mandated reporter
complied with
paragraph (2).
(b) Contentsofreport.--A
written report of
suspected child abuse,
which may be submitted
electronically, shall include
the followinginformation,
if known:
(1) The namesand
addresses of the child,
the child's parentsand
any otherperson
responsible forthe
child's welfare.
(2) Wherethe
suspected abuse
occurred.
(3) The age and sex of
each subjectof the

Description

mandatory reporting and
postmortem investigation of
deaths)

o Anyotherinformationrequired
by Federal law orregulation
Added a provisionto confirmthata

mandated reporter who makes a
report of suspected child abuse or
crime againsta childisnotin
violation of the Mental Health
Procedures Act

Effective
Date
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Issue Code Old

regulation. The
written reports shall
include the following
information if
available:
(1) The namesand
addressesof the
childandthe
parentsor other
person
responsible for
the care of the
child if known.
(2) Where the
suspected abuse
occurred.
(3) The age and
sex of the subjects
of the report.
(4) The nature and
extentofthe
suspected child
abuse, including
any evidence of
priorabuse to the
child orsiblings of
the child.
(5) The name and
relationship of the
person or persons
responsible for
causingthe

New

report.

(4) The nature and
extent of the suspected
child abuse, including
any evidence of prior
abuse tothe childor
any sibling of the child.
(5) Thenameand
relationship of each
individual responsible
forcausingthe
suspected abuse and
any evidence of prior
abuse by each
individual.

(6) Family composition.

(7) The source of the
report.

(8) The name,
telephone numberand
e-mail address of the
person makingthe
report.

(9) The actionstaken
by the person making
the report, including
those actions taken
undersection 6314
(relatingto
photographs, medical
testsand X-rays of child
subjecttoreport), 6315

Description Effective
Date
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Issue

Code

Comparison Chart: Reporting

old

suspectedabuse,
if known, and any
evidence of prior
abuse by that
person or
persons.

(6) Family
composition.

(7) The source of
the report.

(8) The person
makingthe report
and where that
person can be
reached.

(9) The actions
taken by the
reporting source,
including the
taking of
photographsand
X-rays, removal or
keepingof the
child or notifying
the medical
examineror
coroner.

(10) Any other
information which
the department
may require by
regulation.

New

(relating to taking child
into protective
custody), 6316 (relating
to admission to private
and publichospitals) or
6317 (relatingto
mandatory reporting
and postmortem
investigation of deaths).
(10) Anyother
information required by
Federal law or
regulation.
(11) Anyother
information thatthe
departmentrequires by
regulation.
(c) (Deleted by
amendment).
(d) (Deleted by
amendment).
(e) Applicability of mental
health procedures act.—
Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, a
mandated reporter
enumerated under 6311
(relatingto persons
requiredtoreport
suspected child abuse)
who makes a report of
suspected child abuse

Description Effective

Date
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Issue Code Old New Description Effective
Date

(d) Failure toconfirm | pursuantto thissection,or

oral report.--The who makesa report of a

failure of a person crime againsta child to

reporting cases of law enforcement officials,

suspected child abuse | shall notbe inviolation of

to confirman oral the act of July 9, 1976 (P.L.

reportin writing 817, NO. 143), known as

within48 hoursshall | the Mental Health

not relievethe county | ProceduresAct, by

agency fromany releasinginformation

duties prescribedby | necessarytocomplete the

this chapter. In such report.

event, the county

agency shall proceed

as ifa writtenreport

were actually made.
Photographs, §6314 of A person or official A person or official Added a requirementthat Act 33 of
medical tests, Title 23 required to report required toreportcases of information such as photographs, 2014
and x-rays of AMENDED | €@ses of suspected suspected child abuse may medical tests, and x-rays, must be effective
child subject to by Act 33 of child abuse may take | take or cause to be taken sentto the county agency at the 12/31/14
report or cause to be taken photographs of the child time the written reportissentor

A photographs of the whoiis subjecttoareport within 48 hours afterthe reportis

childwhoissubjectto | and, if clinically indicated, made by electronictechnologies

areport and, if cause to be performeda o Thisinformationisalso

clinically indicated, radiological examination available tolaw

cause to be and other medical testson enforcement officials

performeda the child. Medical

radiological summaries or reports of

examination and the photographs, X-rays

other medical tests and relevant medical tests

on the child. Medical | takenshall besentto the

summaries orreports | countyagency at the time

The Pennsylvania Child Welfare Resource Center
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Description Effective

of the photographs,
X-raysand relevant
medical tests taken
shall be sentto the
county agency at the
time the written
reportis sentor as
soon thereafteras
possible. The county
agency shall have
access to actual
photographs or
duplicates and X-rays
and may obtainthem
or duplicates of them
upon request.

the writtenreportis sent
or within 48 hours aftera
reportis made by
electronictechnologies or
as soon thereafteras
possible. The county
agency shall have access
to actual photographs or
duplicates and X-rays and
may obtain them or
duplicates of them upon
request. Medical
summaries or reports of
the photographs, X-rays
and relevant medical tests
shall be made available to
law enforcement officials
inthe course of
investigating cases
pursuantto section
6340(a)(9) or (10) (relating
to release of information
in confidential reports).

Date

Mandatory §6317 of A person or official
reporting and Title 23 requiredtoreport
postmortem AMENDED cases of suspected
investigation of by Act 29 of child abuse, including
deaths 2014 employeesofa

county agency, who
has reasonable cause
to suspectthata child
diedasa result of

A person or official
requiredtoreport cases of
suspected child abuse,
includingemployees of a
county agency, who has
reasonable cause to
suspectthat achild died as
aresultof child abuse shall
report that suspicionto

Clarifiedarequirementtoreportto | Act 29 of
the medical examineraswellasthe | 2014

coronerwhenthereisreasonable effective
cause to suspectthat achilddiedas | 12/31/14
aresult of child abuse

The Pennsylvania Child Welfare Resource Center
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Issue Code Old New Description Effective
Date
child abuse shall the appropriate coroneror
reportthat suspicion | medical examiner. The
to the appropriate coroner or medical
coroner.The coroner | examinershallacceptthe
shall acceptthe reportforinvestigation
reportfor and shall report hisfinding
investigationand to the police, the district
shall reporthis attorney, the appropriate
findingtothe police, | countyagencyand, if the
the districtattorney, | reportis madebya
the appropriate hospital, the hospital.
county agency and, if
the reportis made by
a hospital, the
hospital.
Immunityfrom | §6318 of (a) Generalrule.--A (a) Generalrule.--A Expanded immunityfrom liability for: | Act 119 of
liability Title 23 person, hospital, person, hospital, o Reporting 2013
AMENDED | institution, school, institution, school, facility, o Cooperatingand consultingin effective
by Act 119 facility, agency or agency or agency investigations 7/1/14
agency employee that | employeeactingin good o Testifyingin proceedingsasa
of 2013 participatesin good faith shall have immunity result of the report
faithinthe makingof | fromcivil and criminal o Engagingin actions authorized

areport, whether
required or not,
cooperatingwith an
investigation,
including providing
information to a child
fatality or near
fatality review team,
testifyingina
proceedingarising

liability that might

otherwise resultfrom any

of the following:
(1) Makinga report of
suspected child abuse
or makinga referral for
general protective
services, regardless of
whetherthe reportis
requiredto be made

under:

= § 6314 (photographs,
medical tests, and x-rays)

= §6315 (takingchildinto
protective custody)

= §6316 (admissionto public
and private hospitals)

= §6317 (mandatory reporting
and postmortem
investigation of deaths)

The Pennsylvania Child Welfare Resource Center
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Description Effective
Date
out of an instance of underthis chapter. e Expandedimmunityfrom civil and
suspected child (2) Cooperatingor criminal liability foran official or
abuse, the taking of consulting withan employeeof the departmentor
photographs or the investigation under this county agency who refersareport of
removal orkeeping of chapter, including suspected child abuse forgeneral
a child pursuantto providinginformation protective services to law

section 6315 (relating to a child fatality or enforcement authorities

to taking childinto
protective custody),
and any official or
employeeof a county
agency whorefersa
report of suspected
abuse to law
enforcement
authorities or
provides services
underthis chapter,
shall have immunity
from civil and criminal
liability that might
otherwise result by
reason of those
actions.

(b) Presumption of
good faith.--Forthe
purpose of any civil or
criminal proceeding,
the good faith of a
personrequiredto
report pursuantto
section 6311 (relating

near-fatality review
team.

(3) Testifyingina
proceedingarising out
of an instance of
suspected child abuse
or general protective
services.

(4) Engaginginany
action authorized under
section 6314 (relating
to photographs,
medical tests and X-rays
of child subjectto
report), 6315 (relating
to taking childinto
protective custody),
6316 (relatingto
admission to private
and publichospitals) or
6317 (relatingto
mandatory reporting
and postmortem
investigation of deaths).

(b) Departmental and

The Pennsylvania Child Welfare Resource Center
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Effective
Date

Description

to personsrequired
to reportsuspected
child abuse) and of
any personrequired
to make a referral to
law enforcement
officers underthis
chaptershall be
presumed.

county agency immunity.--
An official oremployee of
the department or county
agency whorefersa report
of suspected child abuse
for general protective
servicestolaw
enforcement authorities
or provides services as
authorized by this chapter
shall have immunity from
civil and criminal liability
that might otherwise
resultfromthe action.

(c) Presumption of good
faith.--Forthe purpose of
any civil orcriminal
proceeding, the good faith
of a personrequiredto
report pursuantto section
6311 (relatingto persons
requiredtoreport
suspected child abuse) and
of any person required to
make a referral to law
enforcement officers
underthis chaptershall be
presumed.

Penaltiesfor
failure to report
or to refer

§6319 of
Title 23
AMENDED

A person or official
required by this
chaptertoreporta
case of suspected

(a) Failuretoreportor
refer.--
(1) Apersonor official
required by this chapter

Increased the penalties forfailureto | Act 32 of
report (froma misdemeanorof the 2014

thirddegree toa felony of the third | effective
degree)if: 12/31/14
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Issue Code Old New Description Effective
Date
by Act 32 of | childabuseorto to reporta case of o The person or official willfully
2014 make a referral to the suspected child abuse failstoreport

appropriate
authoritieswho
willfullyfailstodoso
commitsa
misdemeanor of the
third degree forthe
firstviolationanda
misdemeanor of the
second degree fora
second or subsequent
violation.

or to make a referral to
the appropriate
authorities commitsan
offense if the person or
official willfully fails to
doso.
(2) Anoffense under
thissectionisafelony
of the third degreeif:
(i) the personor
official willfully fails
to report;
(ii) the child abuse
constitutesafelony
of the firstdegree or
higher; and
(iii) the personor
official hasdirect
knowledge of the
nature of the abuse.
(3) Anoffense not
otherwise specifiedin
paragraph(2) isa
misdemeanor of the
second degree.
(4) Areport of
suspected child abuse
to law enforcementor
the appropriate county
agency by a mandated

o Thechildabuse constitutesa
felony of the first degree or
higher

o The personor official hasdirect
knowledge of the nature of the
abuse

An offense not otherwisespecified in

(A)isa misdemeanorof the second

degree

If a person’s willfulfailure continues

while the person knows or has

reasonable cause to believe the child
isactively being subjected to child
abuse, the person commitsa
misdemeanor of the firstdegree,
exceptthatifthe childabuse
constitutes afelony of the first
degree orhigher, the person
commits a felony of the third degree

A person who commits a second or

subsequent offense commits afelony

of the third degree, exceptthatif the
child abuse constitutesafelony of
the firstdegree orhigher, the
penalty forthe second or subsequent
offensesisafelony of the second
degree

The statute of limitations shall be

eitherthe statute of limitations for

the crime committed againstthe
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old

Comparison Chart: Reporting

New

reporter, madeinlieu
of areport to the
department, shall not
constitute an offense
underthis subsection,
providedthatthe
reportwasmadein a
good faith effortto
comply withthe
requirements of this
chapter.
(b) Continuingcourse of
action.--If aperson's willful
failure undersubsection
(a) continues while the
person knows or has
reasonable cause to
believethe childis actively
beingsubjected to child
abuse, the person
commitsa misdemeanor
of thefirstdegree, except
that if the child abuse
constitutes afelony of the
firstdegree orhigher, the
person commitsa felony
of the third degree.
(c) Multiple offenses.--A
person who commitsa
second or subsequent
offense undersubsection
(a) commits a felony of the

Description

minor child or five years, whichever
isgreater

Clarified thatareport of suspected
child abuse to law enforcement or
the appropriate county agency by a
mandatedreporter, madeinlieuofa
reportto the department, shall not
constitute an offense underthis
subsection, provided that the report
was made in a good faith effortto
comply with the requirements of this
chapter

Effective
Date
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Issue Code Old New Description Effective
Date
third degree, except thatif
the child abuse constitutes
afelonyofthefirstdegree
or higher, the penalty for
the second or subsequent
offensesisafelony of the
second degree.
(d) Statute of limitations.—-
The statute of limitations
for an offense under
subsection (a) shall be
eitherthe statute of
limitations forthe crime
committed against the
minor child or five years,
whicheveris greater.
Protectionfrom | §6311 (d)of | (d) Civil action for 6320 (a) Basisforrelief.—-A Deleted 6311 (d) Act 34 of
employment Title 23 discrimination against | person may commence an Added 6320 which permits a person 2014
discrimination DELETED b personfilingreport.—- | actionfor appropriate to commence an action for effective
y . . .
amendment Any pers.on whp, ' reliefif all of the following appropriate reliefif all of the 12/31/14
underthissection,is | apply: following apply:
§,6320 2 requiredtoreportor (1) The personis o The personis required toreport
Title 23 cause a report of required to report under§ 6311 or encouraged to
ADDED by | suspected child abuse undersection 6311 reportunder §6312
Act 34 of to be made and who, (relatingto persons o Thepersonacted ingoodfaithin
2014 ingood faith, makes requiredtoreport making or causing the report of
or causes the report suspected child abuse) suspected child abuse to be
to be made and, as a or encouragedto report made
resultthereof, is undersection 6312 o Thepersonis discharged from
discharged from his (relatingto persons employmentoris discriminated
employmentorinany encouragedtoreport against with respectto
othermanneris suspected child abuse). compensation, hire, tenure,
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discriminated against
with respectto
compensation, hire,
tenure, terms,
conditions or
privileges of
employment, may
commence an action
inthe court of
common pleas of the
countyin which the
alleged unlawful
discharge or
discrimination
occurred for
appropriate relief. If
the court finds that
the personisan
individualwho, under
thissection, is
required toreportor
cause a report of
suspected child abuse
to be made and who,
in good faith, made or
causedto be made a
report of suspected
childabuse and, as a
resultthereof, was
discharged or
discriminated against
with respectto

(2) The personactedin
good faith in making or
causingthe report of
suspected child abuse
to be made.
(3) Asaresultof
making the report of
suspected child abuse,
the personis
discharged from
employmentoris
discriminated against
with respectto
compensation, hire,
tenure, terms,
conditions or privileges
of employment.
(b) Applicability.--This
section does notapply to
an individualmakinga
report of suspected child
abuse whoisfoundto bea
perpetrator because of the
reportor to any individual
who fails to make a report
of suspected child abuse
as required undersection
6311 and issubjectto
conviction undersection
6319 (relatingto penalties)
for failure toreportor to
refer.

Description

terms, conditions or privileges of
employmentas a result of
makingthe report of suspected
child abuse

Effective
Date
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Description

Effective
Date

compensation, hire,
tenure, terms,
conditions or
privileges of
employment, it may
issue an order
grantingappropriate
relief, including, but
not limited to,
reinstatement with
back pay. The
department may
interveneinany
action commenced

underthis subsection.

(c) Location.--Anaction
under this section mustbe
filedin the court of
common pleas of the
countyin whichthe
alleged unlawful discharge
or discrimination occurred.
(d) Relief.--Uponafinding
in favor of the plaintiff, the
court may grant
appropriate relief, which
may include reinstatement
of the plaintiff with back
pay.

(e) Departmental
intervention.--The
department mayintervene
inan action commenced
underthis section.

Establishment of
a Statewide
Database

§6331 of
Title 23
AMENDED
by Act 119
of 2013, Act
29 of 2014,
and Act 45
of 2014

Establishment of
pending complaint
file, Statewide
central registerand
file of unfounded
reports.

There shall be
establishedinthe
department:

(1) Apending
complaintfile of child
abuse reportsunder
investigationanda

Establishment of
Statewide database.
There shall be established
inthe departmenta
Statewide database of
protective services, which
shallinclude the following,
as provided by section
6336 (relatingto
informationin Statewide
database):

(1) Reportsof suspected
child abuse pending

Established a statewide database
of protective services to include:

O

Reports of suspected child
abuse pendinginvestigation
Reports with a status of
pendingjuvenile courtor
pendingcriminal courtaction
Indicated and founded
reports of child abuse
Unfounded reports of child
abuse awaiting expunction
Unfounded reports accepted
for services

Act 119 of
2013
effective
7/1/14

Act 29 of
2014

effective
12/31/14

Act 45 of
2014
effective
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Code

Comparison Chart: Reporting

old

file of reports under
investigation
pursuantto
SubchapterC.1
(relatingto students
inpublicand private
schools).

(2) AStatewide
central register of
child abuse which
shall consist of
foundedand
indicated reports.
(3) Afile of
unfounded reports

awaiting expunction.

New

investigation.

(2) Reportswith a status
of pendingjuvenilecourt
or pending criminal court
action.

(3) Indicated and founded
reports of child abuse.

(4) Unfoundedreports of
child abuse awaiting
expunction.

(5) Unfoundedreports
acceptedforservices.

(6) Reportsallegingthe
need forgeneral
protective services.

(7) General protective
services reports that have
beendeterminedtobe
valid.

(8) Reportsallegingthe
need forgeneral
protective services that
have been determined
invalid and are awaiting
expunction.

(9) A family case record
for all reports accepted for
investigation, assessment
or services.

(10) Informationon
reports made to the
agency, but not accepted

Description

Reportsalleging the need for
general protective services
General protective services
reports that have been
determinedto be valid
Reportsallegingthe needfor
general protective services
that have been determined
invalid and are awaiting
expunction

A family case record forall
reports accepted for
investigation, assessment or
services

Information on reports made
to the agency, but not
acceptedforinvestigation or
assessment

False reports forthe purpose
of identifyingand tracking
patterns of intentional false
reporting

Effective
Date
12/31/14
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Description

Effective

for investigation or
assessment.

(11) False reportsof child
abuse pursuantto a
convictionunder18
Pa.C.S.§4906.1 (relating
to false reports of child
abuse) forthe purpose of
identifyingand tracking
patterns of intentionally
false reports.

Date

Establishment of
a statewide toll-
free telephone
number

§ 6332 of
Title 23
AMENDED
by Act 29 of
2014

(a) Generalrule.--The
departmentshall
establishasingle
Statewide toll-free
telephonenumber
that all persons,
whether mandated
by law or not, may
use to report cases of
suspected child
abuse. A county
agency shall use the
Statewide toll-free
telephone numberfor
determiningthe
existence of prior
founded orindicated
reports of child abuse
inthe Statewide
central registeror
reports under

(a) Generalrule.--The
departmentshall establish
a single Statewidetoll-free
telephone numberthatall
persons, whether
mandated by law or not,
may use to report cases of
suspected child abuse or
childrenallegedlyin need
of general protective
services. A county agency
or law enforcement official
shall use the Statewide
toll-freetelephone
numberor electronic
technologies for
determiningthe existence
of reports of child abuse or
general protective services
reportsinthe Statewide
database or reports under

Added a provision requiring the
department’s toll-free telephone
number to be used to report
cases of children allegedly in need
of general protective services as

well as suspected child abuse
o Thistoll-free telephone

numberisalsoto be used

by law enforcement
officials, aswell asa
county agency, in
determiningthe

existence of priorreports
inthe statewide database

or reportsunder
investigation

Act 29 of
2014

effective
12/31/14
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investigationinthe
pending complaint
file.

(b) Limitation on use.-
-A county agency may
onlyrequestand
receive information
pursuantto this
subsection eitheron
itsown behalf
because it has
received areport of
suspected child abuse
oron behalfofa
physician examining
or treatinga child or
on behalf of the
directorora person
specifically
designated in writing
by the director of any
hospital orother
medical institution
where a childis being
treated, where the
physician orthe
directoror a person
specifically
designatedinwriting
by the director
suspects the child of
beinganabused

investigation.

(b) Limitationonuse.--A
county agency may only
requestandreceive
information pursuantto
this subsection eitheron
itsown behalf because it
has received areport of
suspected child abuse or
on behalf of a physician
examiningortreatinga
child or on behalf of the
directoror a person
specifically designatedin
writing by the director of
any hospital orother
medical institution where
achildisbeingtreated,
where the physician orthe
directoror a person
specifically designatedin
writing by the director
suspects the child of being
an abused child.

Description

Effective
Date
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child.

Continuous
availability of
department

§ 6333 of
Title 23
AMENDED
by Act 29 of
2014

The departmentshall
be capable of
receivingoral reports
of child abuse made
pursuantto this
chapter, reports
undersection 6353.2
(relatingto
responsibilities of
county agency) and
reportsummaries of
child abuse from
countyagenciesand
shall be capable of
immediately
identifying prior
reports of child abuse
and priorreports of
abuse orinjury under
SubchapterC.1
(relatingto students
in publicand private
schools)inthe
Statewide central
registerand reports
underinvestigationin
the pending
complaintfile and of
monitoringthe
provision of child
protective services 24

The departmentshall be
capable of receiving oral
reports of child abuse,
reports of childreninneed
of general protective
services, reports made by
electronictechnologies
pursuantto this chapter
and reportsummaries
from county agencies. The
departmentshall be
capable ofimmediately
identifying priorreportsin
the Statewide database
and reportsunder
investigationwith a
pendingstatus and of
monitoringthe provision
of child protective services
24 hours a day, seven days
aweek.

(Dec. 16, 1994, P.L.1292,
No.151, eff.July 1, 1995;
Apr.7, 2014, P.L.388,
No.29, eff. Dec. 31, 2014)

Added provision requiring the
departmenttoreceive reports of

childreninneed of general

protective services and reports made

by electronictechnologies

Act 29 of
2014

effective
12/31/14
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Description

Effective
Date

hoursa day, seven
daysa week.
Confidentiality | § 6339 of Exceptas otherwise Exceptas otherwise Revised section by deleting reference | Act 29 of
of reports Title 23 providedin this providedin this to 6313 (b) and (c) 2014
AMENDED | subchapter, reports subchapteror by the Addsreference tothe Pennsylvania | effective
by Act 29 of | made pursuantto this | Pennsylvania Rules of Rules of Juvenile Court Procedure 12/31/14
2014 and chapter, including, Juvenile Court Procedure,
Act 153 of but notlimited to, reports made pursuantto Act 153 of
2014 reportsummariesof | thischapter,including, but 2014
child abuse and not limited to, report effective
written reports made | summaries of child abuse 12/31/14
pursuantto section and reports made
6313(b) and (c) pursuantto section 6313
(relatingtoreporting | (relatingtoreporting
procedure)aswellas | procedure)aswellasany
any otherinformation | otherinformation
obtained, reports obtained, reports written
written or or photographs or x-rays
photographs or X-rays | taken concerningalleged
taken concerning instances of child abuse in
alleged instances of the possession of the
childabuseinthe Departmentora county
possession of the agency shall be
departmentora confidential.
county agency shall
be confidential.
Release of § 6340 (a) (a) Generalrule.-- (a) Generalrule.--Reports Aligned languagewith other Act 107 of
informationin (5.1) and Reports specifiedin specifiedin section 6339 statutory amendmentsand language | 2013
confidential (a)(9)(i) and | section 6339 (relating | (relatingto confidentiality Allowed information sharingbythe | effective
reports (c) of Title to confidentiality of of reports) shall only be departmentand county agenciesfor | 1/1/2014
23 reports) shall onlybe | made available to: both child protective service (CPS)
AMENDED | made available to: (5.1) A court of and general protectiveservices (GPS)
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Issue Code ‘ New ‘
by Act 107 (5.1) A court of common pleasin
of 2013, Act commonpleasin connectionwith any
29 of 2014, connection with matterinvolving °
and by Act any matter custody of a child as set
153 of 2014 involving custody forthinsections 5328
of a child. The (relatingtofactorsto
departmentshall considerwhen

provide tothe
court any reports
andfileswhich the
court considers
relevant.

awarding custody) and °
5329.1 (relatingto
consideration of child
abuse andinvolvement
with protective

Description Effective
Date

to the court of commonpleasin Act 29 of
mattersinvolving custody of achild | 2014
Permittedinformation to be made effective
available to law enforcement offidials | 12/31/2014
inthe course of investigating
allegations of false reports of child Act 153 of
abuse 2014
Prohibited the department,county, | effective
institution, school, facility, oragency | 12/31/2014

or designated agent of the personin
charge fromreleasing the identity of
any reporterorany personwho
cooperated with the investigation

(9) Law
enforcement
officials of any
jurisdiction, as
longas the
informationis
relevantinthe
course of
investigating cases
of:

(i) Homicide or
othercriminal
offense set
forthin section
6344(c)
(relatingto
information
relatingto
prospective
child-care

services).
(9) Law enforcement
officials of any
jurisdiction, aslongas
theinformationis
relevantinthe course
of investigating cases
of:
(i) Homicide orother
criminal offenseset
forthin section
6344(c) (relatingto
employees having
contact with
children; adoption
and foster parents),
sexual abuse or
exploitation, bodily
injury or serious
bodilyinjury caused
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Code
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old

personnel),
sexual abuse,
sexual
exploitation,
serious bodily
injury or serious
physical injury
perpetrated by
persons
whetherornot
related tothe
victim.
(c) Protectingidentity
of person making
report.--Except for
reports pursuant to
subsection (a)(9) and
(10), the release of
data that would
identify the person
who made a report of
suspected child abuse
or the person who
cooperatedina
subsequent
investigationis
prohibited unless the
secretary finds that
the release will not be
detrimental tothe
safety of that person.
Law enforcement

New

by a perpetratoror

nonperpetrator.
(c) Protectingidentity. —
Exceptfor reportsunder
subsection (a)(9) and (10)
andinresponsetoalaw
enforcement official
investigating allegations of
false reportsunder 18
PA.C.S. §4906.1 (relating
to false reports of child
abuse), the release of data
by the department,
county, institution, school,
facility, oragencyor
designated agent of the
personincharge that
wouldidentify the person
who made a report of
suspected child abuse or
who cooperatedina
subsequentinvestigation
is prohibited. Law
enforcement officials shall
treat all reporting sources
as confidentialinformants.

Description Effective

Date
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Description

Effective

officials shall treat all
reportingsources as

Date

confidential
informants.
Release of § 6340(a) NA (9)(v) Severe forms of Added (9)(v) toinclude severe forms | Act 115 of
informationin (9)(v) of traffickingin personsor of traffickingin persons orsex 2016
confidential Title 23 sex trafficking, as those trafficking effective
reports ADDED by terms are defined under 10/28/16
Act 115 of section 103 of the
2016 Trafficking Victims
Protection Act of 2000
(114 Stat. 1466, 22 U.S.C. §
7102)
Release of § 6340(a) NA (18) The Department of Added (18) to state that reports Act 15 of
informationin (18) of Title the AuditorGeneralin specified in section 6339 can be 2015
confidential 23 conjunction withthe made available to the effective
reports ADDED by performan'ces ofthe Department of Auditor General 7/1/15
Act 15 of duties designated tothe
2015 Office of Auditor General,
exceptthatthe Auditor
General may not remove
identifiable reports or
copiesthereof fromthe
departmentorcounty
agency
Education and § 6383 (a.2) | (a) Dutiesof (a) Duties of department Requiredthe departmentto provide | Act 33 of
training of Title 23 departmentand and county agencies.--The information related toreportingon | 2014
ADDED by county agencies.--The | departmentand each its Internet websiteinforms, effective
Act 33 of departmentand each | countyagency, both jointly including, but not limited to, the 12/31/2014
2014 county agency, both and individually, shall following:
jointlyand conduct a continuing o Website content Act 31 of
§ 6383 (b) individually, shall publicity and education o Printable booklets and brochures | 2014
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Description

Effective
Date

of Title 23
AMENDED
by Act 31 of
2014

§ 6383 (c)
and (d) of
Title 23
ADDED

by Act 31 of
2014

§ 6383 (c)
of Title 23
AMENDED
by Act 15 of
2015

conduct a continuing
publicity and
education program
for the citizens of this
Commonwealth
aimed at the
prevention of child
abuse and child
neglect, including the
prevention of
newborn
abandonment, the
identification of
abusedand neglected
childrenandthe
provision of
necessary
ameliorative services
to abused and
neglected children
and theirfamilies.
The departmentand
each county agency
shall conductan
ongoingtrainingand
education program
for local staff, persons
required to make
reports and other
appropriate persons
inorder to familiarize
those persons with

program forthe citizens of
this Commonwealth aimed
at the prevention of child
abuse and child neglect,
including the prevention of
newbornabandonment,
the identification of
abused and neglected
childrenandthe provision
of necessary ameliorative
servicestoabusedand
neglected childrenand
theirfamilies. The
departmentand each
county agency shall
conduct an ongoing
trainingand education
program for local staff,
personsrequired to make
reports and other
appropriate personsin
orderto familiarize those
personswith the reporting
and investigative
procedures for cases of
suspected child abuse and
the rehabilitative services
that are available to
children and families. In
addition, the department
shall, by regulation,
establish a program of

o Educational videos

o Internet-basedinteractive
training exercises

Information shall be pertinentto

both mandated and permissive

reporters and shall address topics,

including, but notlimited to:

o Conductconstituting child abuse
underthis chapter

o Personsclassified as mandated
reporters

o Reportingrequirementsand
procedures

o The basisfor makinga report of
suspected child abuse

o Penaltiesforfailure toreport

o Background clearance
requirements forindividuals who
work or volunteer with children

o Recognition of the signsand
symptoms of child abuse

o Alternativeresourcesto assist
with concerns not related to
child abuse

Required the departmenttoinclude

the following with all certifications

provided pursuant to section

6344(b)(2):

o Informationthatcertain
persons are required by law to
report suspected child abuse

o Thelnternetaddresswhere the

effective
12/31/2014

Act 15 of
2015
effective
7/1/15
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the reportingand
investigative
proceduresforcases
of suspected child
abuse and the
rehabilitative services
that are available to
children and families.
In addition, the
departmentshall, by
regulation, establisha
program of training
and certification for
persons classified as
protective services
workers. The
regulations shall
provide forthe
grandfatheringof all
current permanent
protective services
workers as certified
protective services
workers. Upon
request by the county
agency and approval
of the department,
the agency may
conduct the training
of the county's
protective services
workers.

training and certification
for persons classified as
protective services
workers. The regulations
shall provide forthe
grandfathering of all
current permanent
protective services
workers as certified
protective services
workers. Upon request by
the county agency and
approval of the
department, the agency
may conduct the training
of the county's protective
services workers.

(a.1) Studyby
department.--The
departmentshall conduct
a study to determine the
extentof the reporting of
suspected childabusein
this Commonwealth where
the reports upon
investigation are
determinedto be
unfoundedandtobe
knowingly falseand
maliciously reported orit
isbelieved thata minor
was persuadedto make or

Description

information and guidance
required by this subsection can
be obtained
o Atelephonenumberand

mailing address where guidance
materials can be requested by
individuals who cannot access
the department's Internet
website

Required the department to

implement this subsection within

180 days of the effective date of this

subsection

Required each licensing board with

jurisdiction over professional

licenseesidentified as mandated

reportersto:

O

Require all persons applyingfora
license or certificationissued by
the licensing board to submit
documentation acceptableto the
licensing board of the
completion of atleast three
hours of approved child abuse
recognition and reporting
training. Training shall address,
but shall notbe limited to,
recognition of the signs of child
abuse and the reporting
requirements forsuspected child
abuse in this Commonwealth.
Training shall be approved by the
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(a.1) Study by
department.--The
departmentshall
conduct a study to
determine the extent
of the reporting of
suspected child abuse
inthis
Commonwealth
where the reports
uponinvestigation
are determinedto be
unfounded andtobe
knowingly falseand
maliciously reported
oritisbelievedthata
minorwas persuaded
to make or
substantiate afalse
and malicious report.
The departmentshall
submitthe reportto
the Governor,
General Assembly
and Attorney General
no laterthanJune 1,
1996. The reportshall
include the

substantiate afalse and
maliciousreport. The
departmentshall submit
the reportto the
Governor, General
Assembly and Attorney
General nolaterthan June
1, 1996. The reportshall
include the department's
findings and
recommendations on how
to reduce the incidence of
knowingly falseand
malicious reporting.
(a.2) Informationfor
mandated and permissive
reporters.--
(1) Inadditiontothe
requirements of
subsection (a), the
departmentshall
provide specific
information related to
the recognitionand
reporting of child abuse
onits Internet website
informs, including, but
notlimitedto, the

Description

department. The training may
occur as part of the continuing
educationrequirement of the
license

Require all persons applying for
the renewal of a license or
certificationissued by the
licensing board to submit
documentation acceptableto the
licensing board of the
completion of atleast two hours
of approved continuing
education perlicensure cycle.
Continuing education shall
address, but shall not be limited
to, recognition of the signs of
child abuse and the reporting
requirements for suspected child
abuse in this Commonwealth.
Continuing education curricula
shall be approved by the
licensing board in consultation
with the department. The two
hours of continuing education on
child abuse recognition and
reporting shall be completed by
each licenseeas a portion of the
total continuing education

Effective
Date

department's findings following: required for biennial license
and (i) Website content. renewal
recommendations on (ii) Printable e Alicensingboard with jurisdiction

how to reduce the bookletsand over professional licensees identified
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incidence of
knowingly falseand
malicious reporting.
(b) Duties of
Department of State.-
(1) The
Department of
State shall make
trainingand
educational
programs and
materials available
forall professional
licensing boards
whose licensees
are charged with
responsibilities for
reporting child
abuse underthis
chapterwitha
program of
distributing
educational
materialstoall
licensees.
(2) Each licensing
board with
jurisdiction over
professional
licensees
identified as

brochures.

(iii) Educational

videos.

(iv) Internet-based

interactive training

exercises.
(2) Information shall be
pertinentto both
mandated and
permissive reporters
andshall address
topics, including, but
notlimitedto:

(i) Conduct

constituting child

abuse underthis

chapter.

(ii) Persons classified

as mandated

reporters.

(iii) Reporting

requirementsand

procedures.

(iv) The basisfor

making a report of

suspected child

abuse.

(v) Penaltiesfor

failure toreport.

(vi) Background

clearance

requirements for

Description

as mandated reporters underthis
chapter may exemptan applicant or
licensee from the training or
continuing education required by
paragraph (3) if all of the following

apply:

o Theapplicantor licensee submits
documentation acceptableto the
licensing board thatthe person
has already completed child
abuse recognition training

o Thetrainingwas:

Required by section 1205.6
of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the
PublicSchool Code of 1949,
and the training program
was approved by the
Department of Educationin
consultation withthe
department;or

Required by the act of June
13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21),
known as the Public Welfare
Code, and the training
program was approved by
the department

o The amount of training received
equals orexceeds the amount of
training or continuing education
required by paragraph (3)

Upon biennial renewal of alicense, a

Effective
Date
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mandated
reporters under
this chaptershall
promulgate
regulations within
one yearof the
effective date of
this subsectionon
the responsibilities
of mandated
reporters. These
regulations shall
clarify that the
provisions of this
chaptertake
precedence over
any professional
standard that
might otherwise
applyinorderto
protect children
fromabuse.

individuals who work
or volunteerwith
children.
(vii) Recognition of
the signs and
symptoms of child
abuse.
(viii) Alternative
resources to assist
with concerns not
related to child
abuse.
(3) The department
shallinclude the
following with all
certifications provided
pursuantto section
6344(b)(2) (relatingto
information relating to
prospective child-care
personnel):
(i) Information that
certain personsare
required by law to
report suspected
child abuse.
(ii) The Internet
address where the
information and
guidance required by
this subsection can
be obtained.

Description

licensing board shall provide to
professionallicensees underits
jurisdiction identified as mandated
reportersinformation related to
mandatory reporting of child abuse
and the reporting requirements of
licensees

A professional licensee identified as a
mandated reporter may apply to the
licensing board with jurisdiction over
the licensee foran exemption from
the training or continuing education
required by paragraph (3). A
licensing board may exemptthe
licensee if the licensee submits
documentation acceptabletothe
licensing board thatthe licensee
should not be subjectto the training
or continuing education requirement

Training of persons subject to
departmentregulation.—

The following persons shall be
required to meetthe childabuse
recognition and reporting training
requirements of this subsection:

o Operatorsofinstitutions,
facilities or agencies which care
for children and are subjectto
supervision by the department
under Article IX of the Public
Welfare Code, and their
employees who have direct

Effective

Date
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Description

Effective
Date

(iii) Atelephone
numberand mailing
address where
guidance materials
can be requested by
individuals who
cannot access the
department's
Internet website.
(4) The department
shall implement this
subsection within 180
days of the effective
date of this subsection.
(b) Duties of Department
of State.--
(1) The Departmentof | e
State shall make
trainingand
educational programs
and materials available
forall professional
licensing boards whose
licensees are charged
with responsibilitiesfor | e
reporting child abuse
underthis chapterwith
a program of
distributing educational
materialstoall
licensees.
(2) Each licensingboard

contact with children
o Fosterparents
o Operators of facilitiesand
agencies which care forchildren
and are subjecttolicensure by
the departmentunderArticle X
of the Public Welfare Code and
theiremployees who have direct
contact with children
o Caregiversinfamily day care
homes which are subject to
registration by the department
underSubarticle (c) of Article X
of the Public Welfare Code and
theiremployees who have direct
contact with children
Within six months of the effective
date of this subsection, operators
and caregivers shall receive three
hours of training priorto the
issuance of a license, approval or
registration certificate and three
hours of training every five years
thereafter
Employees who have direct contact
with children and foster parents shall
receive three hours of training within
six months of the issuance of a
license, approval orregistration
certificate and three hours of
trainingevery five years thereafter.
New employees and new foster
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with jurisdiction over
professional licensees
identified as mandated
reporters underthis
chaptershall
promulgate regulations | e
within one year of the
effective date of this
subsection on the
responsibilities of
mandated reporters.
These regulations shall
clarify thatthe
provisions of this
chaptertake
precedence overany
professional standard
that might otherwise °
applyinorderto
protect childrenfrom
abuse.
(3) Each licensingboard
with jurisdiction over
professional licensees
identified as mandated
reporters underthis
chaptershall:
(i) Require all
persons applying for
a license or
certificationissued
by the licensing

Description

parents shall receive three hours of

training within 90 days of hire or

approval as a foster parent and three
hours of training every five years
thereafter

Training curriculum shall be

approved by the departmentand

shall address, but not be limited to,
the following:

o Recognition of the signs of abuse
and reporting requirements for
suspected abuse in this
Commonwealth

o Forinstitutions, facilities and
agencies under paragraph (1)(i),
theirpoliciesrelated to reporting
of suspected abuse

A person may be exempted fromthe

requirements of this subsectionif all

of the following apply:

o The person provides
documentation that the person
has already completed child
abuse recognition and reporting
training

o Thetrainingwas:
= Requiredbysection 1205.6

of the PublicSchool Code of
1949, and the training
program was approved by
the Department of Education
in consultation with the

The Pennsylvania Child Welfare Resource Center

Comparison Chart: Child Custody
Page 42 of 59




Comparison Chart: Reporting

Description Effective
Date
board to submit department;or
documentation = Requiredbythis chapterand
acceptable tothe the training program was
licensing board of approved by the department
the completion of at o The amount of training received
least three hours of equals orexceeds the amount of
approved child abuse training required by this
recognitionand subsection
reporting training. Definitions.--As used in this section, the
Training shall following words and phrases shall have
address, butshall not | the meanings giventothemin this
be limitedto, subsection unless the context clearly
recognition of the indicates otherwise:
signs of child abuse e "Directcontact with children." The
and the reporting care, supervision, guidance or
requirements for control of children orroutine
suspected child interaction with children
abuse inthis e "Operator." Anexecutiveor facility
Commonwealth. director. The termdoes notinclude a
Training shall be personwhoisnot involvedin
approved by the managerial decisions related to the
department. The provision of services foror care of
training may occur as children with regard to any of the
part of the following:
continuing education o Personnel
requirement of the o Policyand procedures
license. o Regulatory compliance
(ii) Require all o Servicesrelatedtothe general or
persons applying for medical care of children
therenewal of a o Supervision of children
license or o Safety of children
certificationissued
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New

by the licensing
board to submit
documentation
acceptable tothe
licensing board of
the completion of at
leasttwo hours of
approved continuing
education per
licensure cycle.
Continuing education
shall address, but
shall not be limited
to, recognition of the
signs of child abuse
and the reporting
requirements for
suspected child
abuse inthis
Commonwealth.
Continuing education
curriculashall be
approved by the
licensingboardin
consultation with the
department. The two
hours of continuing
education on child
abuse recognition
and reportingshall
be completed by
each licenseeasa

Description

Effective
Date
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New

portion of the total
continuing education
required for biennial
license renewal.
(4) Alicensingboard
with jurisdiction over
professional licensees
identified as mandated
reporters underthis
chaptermay exemptan
applicantorlicensee
from the training or
continuing education
required by paragraph
(3)ifall of the following
apply:
(i) The applicantor
licensee submits
documentation
acceptable tothe
licensing board that
the person has
already completed
child abuse
recognition training.
(ii) The training was:
(A) required by
section 1205.6 of
the act of March
10, 1949 (P.L.30,
No.14), known as
the PublicSchool

Description

Effective
Date
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New Description Effective
Date
Code of 1949, and
the training
program was
approved by the
Department of
Educationin
consultation with
the department;
or
(B) required by
the act of June 13,
1967 (P.L.31,
No.21), known as
the Public Welfare
Code, and the
training program
was approved by
the department.
(iii) The amount of
trainingreceived
equalsor exceeds
the amount of
trainingor
continuing
education required
by paragraph (3).
(5) Upon biennial
renewal of alicense, a
licensing board shall
provide to professional
licensees underits
jurisdictionidentified as
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New

mandated reporters
information related to
mandatory reporting of
child abuse and the
reporting requirements
of licensees.

(6) A professional
licenseeidentifiedasa
mandated reporter may
applytothe licensing
board with jurisdiction
overthe licensee foran
exemption fromthe
training or continuing
education required by
paragraph(3). A
licensing board may
exemptthe licensee if
the licensee submits
documentation
acceptable tothe
licensing board thatthe
licenseeshould not be
subjecttothe training
or continuing education
requirement.

(c) Trainingof persons
subjectto department
regulation.--

(1) Thefollowing
personsshall be
required to meetthe

Description

Effective
Date
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child abuse recognition
andreportingtraining
requirements of this
subsection:
(i) Operators of
institutions, facilities
or agencies which
care for childrenand
are subjectto
supervision by the
departmentunder
Article IXof the
Public Welfare Code,
and theiremployees
who have direct
contact with
children.
(ii) Fosterparents.
(iii) Operators of
facilitiesand
agencies which care
for childrenand are
subjectto licensure
by the department
under Article X of the
Public Welfare Code
and theiremployees
who have direct
contact with
children.
(iv) Caregiversin
family child-care

Description Effective
Date
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New

homes which are
subjectto

licensure by the
departmentunder
Subarticle (c) of
Article X of the Public
Welfare Code and
theiremployees who
have direct contact
with children.

(v) The adult family
memberwhoisa
person responsible
for the child’s
welfare andis
providing services to
a childina family
livinghome, a
community home for
individuals with an
intellectual disability
or a hosthome
whichissubjectto
supervision or
licensure by the
departmentunder
ArticlesIXand X of
the Public Welfare
Code

(2) Withinsix months
of the effective date of
this subsection,

Description Effective
Date
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operators and
caregivers shall receive
three hours of training
priorto the issuance of
a license orapproval
certificate and three
hours of training every
five years thereafter.
(3) Employeeswho
have direct contact with
children and foster
parents shall receive
three hours of training
within six months of the
issuance of a license or
approval certificate and
three hours of training
every five years
thereafter. New
employees and new
foster parents shall
receive three hours of
training within 90 days
of hire or approval as a
foster parentandthree
hours of training every
five years thereafter.
(4) Trainingcurriculum
shall be approved by
the departmentand
shall address, but not
be limited to, the

Description

Effective
Date
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following:
(i) Recognition of
the signs of abuse
and reporting
requirements for
suspected abusein
this Commonwealth.
(ii) For institutions,
facilitiesand
agenciesunder
paragraph (1)(i),
their policies related
to reporting of
suspected abuse.
(5) A person maybe
exempted fromthe
requirements of this
subsectionifall of the
following apply:
(i) The person
provides
documentation that
the person has
already completed
childabuse
recognitionand
reportingtraining.
(ii) The training was:
(A) required by
section 1205.6 of
the PublicSchool
Code of 1949, and

Description

Effective
Date
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the training
program was
approved by the
Department of
Educationin
consultation with
the department;
or
(B) required by
this chapterand
the training
program was
approved by the
department.
(iii) The amount of
trainingreceived
equalsor exceeds
the amount of
trainingrequired by
this subsection.
(d) Definitions.--As used in
this section, the following
words and phrases shall
have the meanings given
to themin this subsection
unless the contextclearly
indicates otherwise:
"Direct contact with
children." The care,
supervision, guidance or
control of children or
routine interaction with

Description Effective

Date
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Description

Effective
Date

children.
"Operator." An executive
or facility director. The
termdoesnotincludea
personwhois not involved
in managerial decisions
related to the provision of
services foror care of
children with regard to any
of the following:

(1) Personnel.

(2) Policyand

procedures.

(3) Regulatory

compliance.

(4) Servicesrelatedto

the general or medical

care of children.

(5) Supervision of

children.

(6) Safety of children.

Mandatory
reporting of
childrenunder
one year of age

§6386 of
Title 23
AMENDED
by Act 4 of
2014 and by
Act 15 of
2015

Mandatory reporting
of infants born and

Mandatory reporting of
children underone year of

identified as being
affected by illegal
substance abuse.

Health care
providers who are
involvedinthe
delivery orcare of an
infantwhoisborn

age.
(a) Whenreportto be

made.--A health care
providershall immediately
make a report or cause a
reportto be made to the
appropriate county agency
if the providerisinvolved
inthe delivery orcare of a

Changedlanguage changed from
“infants” to “children underone year
of age”

Addedthe mandatory reporting of
children underone yearof age to
include those with fetal alcohol
spectrumdisorder

Required the county agency to
performa safety and/orrisk
assessmentto determine if services
are warranted

Act 4 of
2014
effective
4/22/14

Act 15 of
2015
effective
7/1/15
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old

and identified as
being affected by
illegal substance
abuse or as having
withdrawal
symptoms resulting
from prenatal drug
exposure shall
immediately cause a
reportto be madeto
the appropriate
county agency. The
county agency shall
provide orarrange for
appropriate services
for theinfant.

New

childunderone yearof
age whoisborn and
identified as being
affected by any of the
following:
(1) Illegal substance
abuse by the child's
mother.
(2) Withdrawal
symptoms resulting
from prenatal drug
exposure unless the
child’s mother, during
the pregnancy, was:
(i) underthe care of
a prescribing
medical
professional; and
(ii) in compliance
withthe directions
for the
administrationofa
prescriptiondrugas
directed by the
prescribing medical
professional
(3) A Fetal Alcohol
Spectrum Disorder.
(b) Safetyorrisk
assessment.--The county
agencyshall performa
safety assessment orrisk

e Requiredthe countyagencyto:
Immediately ensurethe safety of

O

Description

Physically see the child within 48

Contact the parents of the child
within 24 hours
Provide orarrange reasonable

Effective
Date
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New

assessment, or both, for
the child and determine
whether child protective
servicesorgeneral
protective services are
warranted.
(c) Countyagencyduties.-
-Uponreceiptofareport
underthissection, the
county agency for the
county where the child
residesshall:
(1) Immediately
ensure the safety of the
child and see the child
immediately if
emergency protective
custodyisrequiredor
hasbeenor shall be
takenorifitcannot be
determined fromthe
report whether
emergency protective
custodyisneeded.
(2) Physicallyseethe
child within 48 hours of
receiptof the report.
(3) Contact the parents
of the child within 24
hours of receiptof the
report.
(4) Provide orarrange

Description Effective

Date
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Issue Code Old New Description Effective
Date
reasonable services to
ensure the childis
provided with proper
parental care, control
and supervision.
(Nov.9, 2006, P.L.1358,
No.146, eff. 180 days; Jan.
22, 2014, P.L.6, No.4, eff.

90 days)
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old

Includesanewborn.

New

An individual under 18

Description

Changed language to “an individualunder

Effective

Date
Act 108 of

of Title 23 years of age. 18 years of age “ 2013
AMENDED effective
by Act 108 12/31/14
of 2013

Direct contact §6303(a) NA The care, supervision, e Addeda definition for “direct contact with | Act 33 of

with children of Title 23 guidance or control of children” 2014
ADDED by children, orroutine effective
Act 33 of interaction with children. 12/31/14
2014

Health care §6303(a) NA A licensed hospital or e Addedadefinitionfor“health care Act 4 of

provider of Title 23 health care facility or provider” 2014
ADDED by personwhois licensed, e Thedefinitionincludes: effective
Act 4 of certified or otherwise o Alicensed hospital or health care 4/22/14
2014 regulated to provide facility

health care services
underthe laws of this
Commonwealth,
includingaphysician,
podiatrist, optometrist,
psychologist, physical
therapist, certified nurse
practitioner, registered
nurse, nurse midwife,
physician's assistant,
chiropractor, dentist,
pharmacistor an
individualaccredited or
certified to provide
behavioral health
services.

o Apersonwhoislicensed, certified,
or otherwise regulated to provide

health care services
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Description

Effective

Date

Independent §6303(a) An individual who Added a definition for “independent Act 33 of
contractor of Title 23 providesaprogram, contractor” 2014
ADDED by activity or service toan The definitionincludes anindividualwho | effective
Act 33 of agency, institution, provides: 12/31/14
2014 and organization orother o Program, activity, orservicetoan
by Act 15 of entity, includingaschool = Agency Act 15 of
2015 or regularly established = |nstitution 2015
religious organization, = Qrganization effective
that isresponsiblefor = Otherentityincludingaschool | 7/1/15
the care, supervision, or regularly established religious
guidance or control of organization thatisresponsible
children. The term does for the:
not applyto = (Care
administrative orother *  Supervision
support personnel unless = Guidance, or
the administrativeor = Control of children
othersupport personnel o Doesnotincludeindividuals who
have direct contact with have no direct contact with
children. children
*See “Direct contact with children,”
defined above
Law §6303(a) of | NA The term includes the Added a definition for “law enforcement | Act 29 of
enforcement Title 23 following: official” 2014
official ADDED by (1) The Attorney effective
Act 29 of General. 12/31/14
2014 (2) A Pennsylvania
district attorney.
(3) A PennsylvaniaState
Police officer.
(4) A municipal police
officer.
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New

A personwhoisrequired

Added a definition for “mandated

Description

Effective

Date
Act 29 of

reporter Title 23 by this chapterto make a reporter” 2014
ADDED by reportof suspectedchild | ¢ Referstothose individualsrequired to effective
Act 29 of abuse. reportsuspected childabuse in 12/31/14
2014 and accordance with § 6311 (see above)
Act 33 of Act 33 of
2014 2014
effective
12/31/14
Police officer §6303(a) of | NA A full-time or part-time e Addeda definition for “police officer” Act 91 of
Title 23 is employeeassigned to 2014
ADDED by criminal ortrafficlaw effective
Act 91 of enforcementdutiesof a 12/31/14
2014 police departmentof a
county, city, borough,
town or township. The
termalsoincludesa
member of the State
Police Force.
Police station §6303(a) of | NA The stationor e Addeda definition for “policestation” Act 91 of
Title 23 is headquarters of a police 2014
ADDED by departmentora effective
Act 91 of Pennsylvania State Police 12/31/14
2014 station or headquarters.
Program, §6303(a) of | NA Any of the followingin e Addeda definition for “program, activity, | Act 33 of
activity, or Title 23 which children or service” 2014
service ADDED by participate and whichis effective
Act 33 of sponsored by a school or 12/31/14
2013 and a publicor private
AMENDED organization: Act 15 of
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Description

Effective

Date

by Act 15 of (1) A youthcamp or 2015
2015 program. effective
7/1/15
(2) Arecreational camp
or program.
(3) A sportsor athletic
program.
(4) A communityor
social outreach program.
(5) Anenrichment
program.
(6) Atroop,clubor
similarorganization.
School §6303(a) of | Anindividual An individual whois e Clarified thatschool employeesincludes: | Act 33 of
Employee Title 23 employedbya employed by aschool or o Peopledirectly employed by the 2014
AMENDED | publicor private who providesaprogram, school effective
by Act 33 of | school, intermediate | activity or service o Independent contractors 12/31/14
2014 and unitor area sponsored by a school. o Individuals who providea
Act 44 of vocational-technical | Thetermincludesan program, activity, or service Act 44 of
2014 school. The term independent contractor sponsored by the school 2014
includesan and employees. The e Theterm excludesindividuals who have effective
independent termexcludesan no direct contact with children 12/31/14
contractor and individualwho has no
employees. The tem dir.ect contact with
excludesan children.
individualwho has
no direct contact
with students.
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